Patterns of attentional impairment following closed head injury: a collaborative European study.
A comprehensive assessment of both selective (focused attention, divided attention) and intensive (alertness and vigilance) attentional processes was performed on 106 patients with closed head injury using a computerised battery for the evaluation of attention. All patients were tested at least five months after their accident. A high percentage of patients were pathological in tests mapping the selective components of attention while only a minority were impaired on tests mapping the intensive components of attention. Three different subgroups of patients with consistent performance patterns were evidenced. The psychometric characteristics of the battery and its possible clinical usefulness are discussed.